


About the Show 
We are all familiar with Van Gogh the painter, but his letters stand as a work of literature in their own right. Equal 
parts philosophy, diary and mission statement, they offer an intimate insight into the psychology of the archetypal 
‘tortured artist’. 

Composer Michael Gordon - founder of ‘Bang on a Can’ - sets Van Gogh’s words to music, blending classical forces 
with rock instrumentation. Over an hour, 8 players, 3 singers and 1 actor trace Van Gogh’s development as an artist, 
and ultimately his descent into madness. Melodies, rhythms and text overlap like the strokes of the artist’s brush to 
create rich sonic depictions of his frames of mind. 

This production is the latest collaboration between director Jonny Danciger and conductor Hannah Schneider. As a 
synaesthete, Hannah experiences music visually, and visual art sonically. The design is heavily influenced by this 
experience, using A.I and multi-sensory technologies to recreate a ‘synaesthetic’ experience for the audience, 
providing a window into Van Gogh’s psyche.  

From starry to sleepless nights, this piece unearths Van Gogh’s experience in all its intensity, pain and - above all - 
beauty. 

This show has been developed with the support of The Oxford Research Centre in the Humanities, the Ashmolean 
Museum, and the OSO Arts Centre. 

Booking Details 
Performance dates/times:  Fri 22, Sat 23 & Sun 24 October, 8pm 
    (post-show Q&A on Sat 23 Oct) 

Venue details:   OSO Arts Centre, 49 Station Road, Barnes, SW13 0LF 
    www.osoarts.org.uk 
    info@osoarts.org.uk 

Ticket Pricing:   Standard Ticket Price - £20 

    Discounts available for groups of 10+. Contact the OSO to enquire. 

    Free tickets available for charity organisations & those in economic hardship,   
    thanks to Richmond Parish Lands Charity. Contact the OSO to enquire. 

    Online booking link - https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/osoarts/van-gogh/e-kvaeed 

Show Duration:  Approximately 65 minutes, with no interval. 

Suitability:   The show has no age restriction, but is most suitable for ages 14+. 
    The show features flashing lights, particle effects (e.g. haze) & vibration effects. 

Access:    The OSO is a fully accessible venue, with spaces available for wheelchair users. 
    Accompanying carers are offered a complimentary ticket. 

http://www.osoarts.org.uk
mailto:info@osoarts.org.uk
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/osoarts/van-gogh/e-kvaeed


 

The paintings above (and poster image) do not exist in real life, but have been created by the show’s custom-trained artificial intelligence. 

How Was The Show Created? 
Conductor Hannah Schneider has synaesthesia. It’s different for every individual, but in her case Hannah can ‘see’ 
music, and ‘hear’ paintings. The concept for this show emerged when director Jonny Danciger asked her which 
piece of music creates the most beautiful visual experience. The answer was Michael Gordon’s Van Gogh.  

Whilst there is not enough information to know that Van Gogh himself was a synaesthete, his letters certainly reveal 
an extra-sensory dimension to his experience. He describes his contrasts of colour as ‘the mysterious vibrations of 
relation tones’, seeks in his paintings the ‘abstraction’ afforded to musicians, and describes his episodes in the 
asylum of St. Remy as ‘confusions of sight and sound’. His artworks encapsulate this intense sensory experience. 

Studying the letters, the concept became clear: to present Van Gogh’s psyche on stage, using Hannah’s 
synaesthesia to inform the design and unlock an extra-sensory narrative. The audience is invited to experience Van 
Gogh’s states of mind charted through five locations, from his frantic search for purpose in London to his admission 
to the asylum in St. Remy. The musical score does not feature an actor, but it was clear with a project of this ambition 
that we needed a physical ‘Van Gogh’ on stage to lead the action. So an actor was cast, and spoken excerpts the 
letters have been included to anchor the piece in the story of the artist. 

Early support came from T.O.R.C.H and the Ashmolean Museum, who facilitated research into the letters, 
synaesthesia, and multi-sensory technologies. Discussions followed with the composer himself, and a public 
webinar was held in February 2021 between the team, Michael Gordon and curator Dr Lena Fritsch to discuss the 
project’s evolution. You can still watch that webinar here. 

Meanwhile, an exciting design process was underway. Amongst other things, a bespoke artificial intelligence was 
trained on curated datasets of Van Gogh’s works, creating a sort of ‘digital psyche’. This has been developed and 
used to create video materials for the piece, some static images of which can be seen at the top of this page. 

The performances at the OSO Arts Centre are the first live iteration of this show after two and a half years of 
development. A tour of museums and theatres in the UK & Europe is planned for 2022-23. 

Vincent Van Gogh to Émile Bernard, 23 June 1888, Arles 
Science - scientific reasoning - strikes me as being an instrument that will go a very long way in the future. 

For look: people used to think that the earth was flat. That was true, of, say, Paris to Asnières. 

But that does not alter the fact that science demonstrates that the earth as a whole is round, something 

nobody nowadays disputes. 
For all that, people still persist in thinking that life is flat and runs from birth to death. 

But life, too, is probably round, and much greater in scope and possibilities than the hemisphere we now 

know.

https://torch.ox.ac.uk/the-voice-of-van-gogh-a-synaesthetic-exploration-of-the-life-of-the-painter-through-michael-gordons


Sounds Interesting, But What Actually Is It? 
This show is something new - a fusion of theatre, contemporary music, visual art and cutting-edge technology. Since 
nothing else like this is out there, you may be unsure of what to expect. We thought it would be helpful to break 
down what it is within each of those art forms. 

Music 
The show is, in essence, a staging of Michael Gordon’s score. It combines classical forces with electric guitar and 
drums, and each movement builds up in layers, much like the process of creating a painting. The result is a 
rhythmically-driven contemporary sound with rich, shifting textures. You can listen to it here. 

Theatre 
An actor plays Van Gogh on stage, depicting his experience in the different locations that the score follows. Between 
each movement there are moments of monologue taken from Van Gogh’s letters. By interacting with the band and 
technical design the actor is a focal lens, guiding the audience’s focus and, crucially, telling the story. 

Visual Art 
Van Gogh’s art plays an important role, with the visual design showing his development as an artist - something 
intrinsically linked to his state of mind. Art history enthusiasts will find much of interest in the exploration of Van 
Gogh’s letters and life story. Depictions of Hannah’s synaesthetic experience add an intriguing contemporary art 
angle. 

Technology 
The show’s multi-sensory design combines lighting, video, sound, scent, and physical sensation. These are not all 
used at once, but various combinations help articulate Van Gogh’s state of mind at key moments. Particularly 
cutting-edge is the use of artificial intelligence to create visual materials. This was trained on thousands of hand-
picked images from Van Gogh’s work, with the technology then tuned to Hannah’s synaesthesia. 

The Team 
Conductor   Hannah Schneider 
Director /Technical Design Jonny Danciger 
Set Design  Emma Turner 
Technical Assistants  Harvey Birtles 
   Marcus Glentworth 

Actor   Louis Pieris 
Soprano   Emily Gibson 
Bass   Chris Murphy 
Tenor   Andrew Woodmansey 

Piano   Sam Mitchell 
Violin   Violetta Suvini 
Viola   Adam Posener 
Cello   Giulia Da Cruz 
Contrabass  James Trowbridge 
Clarinet   Lucy Downer 
Piano   Sam Mitchell 
Percussion  Mark Glentworth 
Electric Guitar  Huw Cheston

For enquiries about the show, you can reach the director 
Jonny Danciger at contact@jonnydanciger.com 

mailto:contact@jonnydanciger.com
https://michaelgordonmusic.com/music/van-gogh/

